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Introduction

This repart shares on howformal and informral atizenship and peace education for teaching and leaming with
young peaple in the Changing the Stary (CTS) East African region has been transformed by the infusion of Arts
Based Methodologies.

This comes fromanalysis and evaluation of the findings fromfour CTS research projects
.  PhaselProject - Mobile Atsfor Peace Project (MAP) (Rwanda)

2  Phase 2 Early Career Researcher Project - Young peoples interpretations of civic national values (CNV)
(Kenya)

3. Phase 2 Early Career Researcher Project - Connective Menories (CM (Rwanda)

4  Phase2 large Grant Project - Reanimating Contested Spaces (RCS) (Rwanda)

The fusing of project findings serves to advance knowledge and understanding on conmron themes of leaming
for peace education through arts-based methodologies, and what may be the future possibilities for the
scalahility, and sustainahbility of these projects across Eastern Afnica.



Overview of the four connected projects

Examining Interpretations of Civil National Values made by
oung People in Post-Conflict Settings (Keny
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Overview of the four connected projects

Connective Memories (Isangizanyankuru): Intergenerational Reanimating Contested Spaces (ReSpace)
Expressions in Contemporary (Rwanda). THiS i roje ? jegle
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Overarching CTS Consalidation of Learming Guestions

In speaking to OHCD Sustainable development goals

e a)What do people, C0s, and research
rtnersleg?n';%pgt pgét-(mflict issues
hrough CTS activities, and how does this
learning take place?

* b) Hwdo arts-based and partici
research approaches faci lﬁaate tlﬁtgmirg)

* ¢)What are theinplications of these
understandings of leaming for epistemic
justice and decdlonisation of knowledge?

* d) What are the inplications for change and
_elo[)mam at individual, conmunity and
palicy levels?




Review of Literature

Our consalidation of learming fromthe projects began with the Principal Investigator and Project Partners
conducting a critical review of project reports and findings generated by MAP, 0NV, OMand RCS This callation
of data enabled a clearer interpretation of the common themes of learning acrass the projects, and what could
be the future possibilities for the callective advancement of our projects

Therefare, the purpose of the critical reviewwas to generate key objectives, key aims and questions of inquiry
for shaping our consalidation of learming meetings with stakeholders across all four projects

Our consalidation of learming applies comparative cross-cultural perspectives for providing valuable
opportunities to blend findings of the research questions fromthe four CTS East African projects so asto create
new dbjectives and aims in disseminating and sustaining our work



Consalidation of learming research objectives

Two key dbjectives have emerged fromour critical review of four
projects and their findings

. Tosustainthe gronth of a dynamc conmunity of practice
between Rwanda and Kenyan stakehalders where peace
education is at the heart of leaming?

2 Todevelop an open access community space of participation
where youth-led approaches for peace educationis at the
heart of learming and development.



Consalidation of leaming research aims

Three key research ainms have emerged our critical review of four projects and their

findings
: ral co How... Cdllation, analysis
and sharing exanples of best practice with C30s across the projects for
evidencing Inpact and advancements with peace education teaching and
learning in the Eastern Afncan Region

I-bwD'awg upon diverse experiences and narratives in approaches to Arts
Based Methodologies allowing for conparative evaluation and for seeing its
cutent inpact on CS0 wark and future possibilities with pollc_){malang,
decalonising curiculumknowledge, scalability and sustainahility.

. . I} e : 021 Fow. Epowering the
voices of project participants providing themwith autonamy and the ahility to
record their work in progress with young people.



Consalidation of leaming questions

Two key consolidation of learming questions have emerged fromour critical
review of four prgects and their findings

1. \Ahat does best practice look like from CIS East Africa prgjectsin
advancing and sustaining peace education through conmrunity values?

2 Hwcanacommunity of practice for peace education be formed and
maintained through a shared learming space? What should this look Like?
Who are the stakehalders in leading, maintaining and sustaining this?



Online Focus Group meetings

In generating the consalidation of learming aimns, dbjectives, aims and questions, face-to-face
seminars were to be held at the Lhiversity of Rwanda in Autunm of 2020. However,, the worldwide
COMDI? pandemic prevented these meetings causing the reframing of our approach

Aseries of Zoomonline focus group meetings have been held between Winter 2020/21 and
Soring/Suner 2021, facilitated by the Principal Investigator with Project Partners, Directors of Art
for each project. These meetings have included younger adults who have engaged with each of the
projects over the last two years

The purpose of the online Focus Group meetings being to create space and oppartunity for cross-
cultural callabarations including the callation, analysis and sharing exanyples of best practice with
C0s across the projects for evidencing inpact and advancements with peace education teaching and
learming in the Eastern African Region
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¢) What are the implications of these understandings of learning for epistemic justice and
decolonisation of knowledge?

d) What are the implications for change and development at individual, community, and
policy levels? Dr Marlon
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CTS East Africa region consolidation of learning research objectives
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3. Commitment to narrowing the knowledge gap
Empowering the voices of project parficipants providing them with autonomy and the ability
1o record their work in progress with young people.
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BErerging themes fromFocus Groups

Discussion between project stakeholders in relation to the consalidation of leaming
objectives, aine and questions agreed on three themes as pathways to development

1. Community Values
2. Establishing safe spaces for dialogue

3. Voices of young people at the centre of
curriculum dialogue



Commrunity Values

MAP, 0NV, (Mand RCS have identified teaching and leaming ‘community values through reflections on past
experiences, and future perspectives through the voices of young people as being extremely valuable to their
empowerment and activisim and as a core aspect of young peaple's famal and informal aitizenship education
The research project framed by this repart applies conparative research lenses for presenting an
understanding on the congruent features of MAP, CNV, CMand RCS and particularly the vaoices of marginalised
and hard-to-reach young people and CS0s. New knowledge fromleaming can be understood fromyoung
people's engagement across the research projects as stakeholders; as researchers as activists and as
curicuumdesigners. Furthermmore, how young people speak to decolonising and transforming epistenological
functions of existing national curricula. Thisis leaming which enables possibility for rebuilding curent CSO
practice and approaches to peace education through fammal and informnal approaches to education in the East
African region, by providing a clear understanding on how CS0s are attenting to deal with the legacy of past
vidlence on the key Issues facing young people in East Africa today. This consalidation of learning research
project brings to the fore how local agency in diverse contexts is understood, what power relations exist, how
might it be strengthened with conparative inaights fromather contexts and projects across the region



Establishing safe spaces for dialogue

The analysis of MAP, 0NV, OMand RCS findings speak to the benefits of establishing safe space for dialogue in
teaching and learming through peace education. For exanple CMfindings discussed the project’s successin
creating safe spaces far intergenerational dialogue, to reflect on memory and legacies of vidlence and the use
of arts-based methods to enable alternative forms of expression through the Isangizanyankuru Thereisa
cross over in relates to the goals of RCSin its nations of creating space for young peapl€'s participation in via
VR/Oculus and the sharing of diverse narratives This can also be synthesised with findings generated by MAP
where the context of this work in community, schools in new spaces of participation was in effect providing
apprenticeship gpportunities far young peaple to showtheir capabilities of expression in civic engageent for
possible future palitical engagement. Afuture link with ONVis where young people are enpowered to lead the
teaching and learming in the schod. community space, decolonising curmiculumknowledge for peace education
driven by a scherme of work (Appendix 1) which allows for their reimegined visions of ideal futures



Vaices of young peaple at the centre of cumculum
dialogue

MAP, 0NV, OMand RCS have callectively identified how new knowledge for peace education must be generated by voices
of young people at the centre of dialogue.

For exanple, O\Vinplemented praxis for peace education through child-led participatory arts-based methodologies. ONV
was successfully applied in schodl settings of contrast: rural/urban and state/independent. This provided young people
with lead vaice in leaming and the enpowerment in being able to creatively use and apply their lived experiences and
voices as part of a collabarative leaming process. MAP functioned similarly by enpowering young people the ahility to
take the lead in communicating the issues that they face to palicymakers through perfarmance, visual arts and film

The CTS Phase 1 and CTS OV (Kenya), MAP and CM (Rwanda) are framed by the national curriculumainms and contents
Young people's pedagogical reinterpretations of these documents were in effect a critical decolonising of dominant
curiculum (ains and contents) knowledge through the inplementation of arts-based methodologies; allowing a clearer
path far two-way communication between young people and policymakers in approaches to peace education This
enmpowered young people to farge a raute to influencing future palicies for education and teaching and learming through
the national curiculum

CNVvia its ‘scheme of worK; MAP via its manual and OMvia its PAR todlkit (incorporated as part of the MAP manual) each
offer practical framewarks for arts-based approaches to teaching and learming on peacebullding Each approach provides
a blend of theory and practice for the reinterpretation of macro palicy (national curriculum) by the findings of practice
and inpact at micro level led by the interventions of young people.



Development of focus group themes in relation to
consolidation of leaming questions

1. \Ahat does best practice look like from CTS East Africa prgjectsin
advancing and sustaining peace education through conmrunity values?

2 Hwcana cormunity of practice for peace education be formed and
maintained through a shared learming space? What should this look like?
WWho are the stakehalders in leading, maintaining and sustaining this?

Innovation in our consolidation of learning advanced to the possihility of advancing and
sustaining a conmunity of practice through a shared leaming space via online Virtual
Reality - an arts based approach to education and development where all four projects
could be brought together as one.
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Sakeholder Srategy

In speaking to CE

For ing further with palicymakers this project will
seek for sustainability and scalability in the
continued development of this cross-cultural project
particularly for advancing

Continued callabaration and dissemination of best
gctlces understood from CTS findings in advanci

ce Education with teaching and leaming across
Eastern African Region with C0s and via arts based
methodologies This in advancing the consalidation of
learming aim- Provide a continued unity for the
voicing of diverse narratives, Qreate the space for
cross-cultural collaborations

Todevelop the digital literacy skills for people,
CSO_leadoap*s tea in East Africa intKgLunsge and
application of Mirtual Reality arts-based methodal
and pedagogy. This in advancing the consalidation
learming aim- Commitment to narrowing the knowledge

gap.

CD Sustainable development goals

SDG4: Providing quality education

Education - both formal and informal - is a central element of many of
our projects, and methodologies and approaches used by our Proof of
Concept projects in Rwanda and Kosovo, for example, have been
extended to new commissioned projects both in these countries but
also in Kenya and Nepal. In relation to this, reflecting on the nature of
‘Youth Leadership’ is also becoming increasingly central to the

overall project.

SDGI10: Reducing inequality within and among

countries

Many of the young people v
participatory research, and a
to further educational
opportunities, for example ir
providing a platform for ma
powerlessness is prominent
such as in Zimbabwe, where¢
youth, a historically margin:
biases they have experience
youth-led social enterprises .
empowerment.

SDGI16: Promoting just, peaceful and inclusive
societies

Using Arts and Humanities methodologies to show the importance of
cultural awareness, historical understanding, and critical discussion of
concepts such as peace, justice and strong institutions (in part
challenging the SDGs themselves, and the role of CSOs in delivering
them in specific countries and contexts) is essential for enabling
culturally sensitive, context-specific and sustainable responses to
development challenges.

SDG17: Partnerships for the Goals

Our commitment to ‘partnership for the goals’ is evidenced through CTS
developing and spreading best practice through an international
network of academics, civil society organisations and young people.
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